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Plastic anisotropy of c-TiAl revealed by axisymmetric indentation
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Abstract

Single crystals of c-TiAl cannot be grown in the near-stoichiometric compositions that are present inside two-phase c=a2-microstruc-
tures with attractive mechanical properties. Therefore, the single-crystal constitutive behavior of c-TiAl was studied by nanoindentation
experiments in single-phase regions of these c=a2-microstructures. The experiments were characterized by orientation microscopy and
atomic force microscopy to quantify the orientation-dependent mechanical response during nanoindentation. Further, they were ana-
lyzed by a three-dimensional crystal plasticity finite element model that incorporated the deformation behavior of c-TiAl. The spatially
resolved activation of competing deformation mechanisms during indentation was used to assess their relative strengths. A convention
was defined to unambiguously relate any indentation axis to a crystallographic orientation. Experiments and simulations were combined
to study the orientation-dependent surface pile-up. The characteristic pile-up topographies were simulated throughout the unit triangle
of c-TiAl and represented graphically in the newly introduced inverse pole figure of pile-up patterns. Through this approach, easy acti-
vation of ordinary dislocation glide in stoichiometric c-TiAl was confirmed independently from dislocation observation by transmission
electron microscopy.
� 2010 Acta Materialia Inc. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Intermetallic c-TiAl-based alloys are prospective high-
temperature structural materials due to their low density
of about 4 g/cm3 and good creep and oxidation properties
[1–5]. However, the room-temperature ductility of this
material is low. The alloys exhibit pronounced plastic
anisotropy on the microstructural length scale and a better
understanding of the intrinsic mechanical properties is
needed for progress in alloy design.

Mecking et al. [6] pointed out the limitation of current
knowledge about the micromechanics of c-TiAl. Although
the types of dislocations occurring in c-TiAl-based alloys
have been extensively characterized by transmission elec-
tron microscopy (TEM), e.g. [7–15], their densities and slip
distances are not known, and therefore the contributions of
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different kinds of dislocations to the overall deformation
remain to be determined.

Better knowledge of the intrinsic single-phase mechani-
cal properties of the constituent phases could greatly
enhance our understanding of the mechanically relevant
microstructure–property relationships in c-TiAl-based
alloys. Also, the strengthening contribution of the inter-
faces could be separated from the intrinsic properties.

1.1. Nanoindentation and piling-up of material

For more than 100 years, indentation testing has been
an efficient and useful tool for mechanical characterization
of materials, and it is connected to the names of Brinell,
Rockwell and others [16]. Progress in instrument design
made possible the reduction of the indentation size, and
low load techniques were introduced [17–19]. Development
of the instrumented indentation technique [20–23] led to
renewed interest in the fundamental aspects of indentation.
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Currently, simultaneous collection of load and displace-
ment data can be routinely performed at resolutions on
the order of nanonewtons and fractions of a nanometer,
respectively [24].

The literature on incipient plasticity during nanoindenta-
tion is omitted here because of space limitations. For aspects
of atomistic modeling of dislocation nucleation and recent
experimental findings on the initiation of plasticity during
indentation, the reader is directed to Refs. [25–27].

Brookes et al. [28] presented the anisotropic hardness
response of a number of single crystals. Indentations were
performed with Knoop tools, which themselves exhibit a
strong geometrical anisotropy by an approximate length
to width ratio of 7:1. Therefore, the results reflected the
interaction between the plastic anisotropy of the crystal
and the shape anisotropy of the indenter.

For the indentation of crystals, the topography of the free
surface around the indent, the pile-up profile, can be used as
a fingerprint of the underlying crystal deformation pro-
cesses. In the 1920s, Tammann and Müller [29] reviewed
the characteristic patterns evolving around indents made
with gramophone and sewing needles. They focused on
indentation into high-symmetry planes of copper, a-iron
and c-iron, as well as the basal plane of zinc. The experimen-
tal findings on iron were taken from the pioneering work of
Osmond and Cartaud [30,31]. Osmond and Cartaud [31] had
already observed that the deformation patterns around a
conical indent in single crystals is characteristic of the struc-
ture of the indented crystal, as well as for the orientation of
the indented plane. More recently, the atomic force micros-
copy (AFM) technique has enabled the precise characteriza-
tion of pile-up topographies and facilitated the study of
deformation mechanisms during indentation [32,33].

The shape and amount of anisotropic indentation
pile-up in crystalline materials depends on the indented ori-
entation. It forms a source of uncertainty in applying the
Fig. 1. Material pile-up (left) and sink-in (right) increases or decreases
the contact height, hc, during indentation to the maximum penetration
depth, hmax.

Table 1
Deformation systems in c-TiAl; four ordinary dislocation glide systems, Burge
systems, bS, and four twinning systems, bT, can provide shear deformation wi

ð�1�11Þ ð1�1�1Þ
bS No. 1 [011] No. 4 ½0�11�
bS No. 2 [101] No. 5 ½�10�1�
bO No. 3 1=2½1�10� No. 6 1=2½�1�1
bT No. 13 1/6[112] No. 14 1/6½�11
standard methods for the calculation of hardness and elas-
tic properties [34]. Fig. 1 illustrates how piling-up or sink-
ing-in of material around the indenter can change the
actual contact area between tool and sample. Correspond-
ingly, Fischer-Cripps [35] stated: “Piling-up is perhaps the
most important unresolved issue in nanoindentation
testing”.

Originally, indentation studies were often based on the
assumption that the indented material had isotropic elasto-
plastic properties. The finite element method has promoted
understanding of indentation [36–45]. Mostly two-dimen-
sional or axisymmetric models were applied. In indentation
experiments at low loads, single-crystal indentation prevails
as the crystallites are often of a size comparable to or larger
than the indents. In this case, the use of the crystal plasticity
finite element method (CP-FEM) makes it possible to
account for the deformation on discrete glide systems. It
enables a realistic description of the anisotropic material
flow during indentation. CP-FEM simulation of indentation
has been applied to copper [46–51], minerals [52], b-titanium
[53], zinc [51] and a single-crystal superalloy [54].

1.2. Crystal plasticity and indentation testing of c-TiAl

Gamma-TiAl has a face-centered cubic (fcc)-derived
tetragonal structure. It is L10-ordered, with every second
(002) plane containing only Ti or Al atoms. The unit cell
exhibits a small tetragonality with a c=a ratio of about
1.02. The slip systems of c-TiAl are similar to the 12 octa-
hedral slip systems of the fcc structure, Table 1. However,
glide of ordinary dislocations with a c-component would
destroy the intermetallic ordering structure and therefore
superdislocations with a Burgers vector of bS ¼ ½101� are
observed along eight of the 12 fcc shear directions. The
remaining four slip directions show the usual Burgers vec-
tor of bO ¼ 1=2½110�.

Superdislocations with Burgers vector 1=2½1 12� were
reported to exist in c-TiAl after room-temperature deforma-
tion [10,55]. They are not taken into account in the following
because they are expected to form sessile configurations at
room temperature and will presumably only contribute to
plastic deformation at elevated temperatures [3,56].

Additionally, four true twinning systems, one per
{111}-plane, with Burgers vector bT ¼ 1=6½11�2�, can be
activated [57,58]. True twinning refers to the four twinning
directions in c-TiAl, which do not generate an order fault
at the twin interface.
rs vector bO, lead to shear without a c-component; eight superdislocation
th a c-component.

ð�11�1Þ (111)

No. 7 [011] No. 10 ½01�1�
No. 8 ½10�1� No. 11 ½10�1�

0� No. 9 1/2[110] No. 12 1=2½1�10�
�2� No. 15 1/6½1�1�2� No. 16 1/6½11�2�
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Two-phase c=a2-microstructures are promising for high-
temperature structural applications. Most common are
lamellar microstructures which contain minor fractions of
the hexagonal, D019-ordered a2 � Ti3Al phase. The c-phase
is formed from a2-phase, or its disordered high-tempera-
ture equivalent, during cooling [59]. Inside these micro-
structures the c-phase contains approximately 49 at.% Al
[59]. It is difficult to obtain single-crystal c-TiAl of this
near-stoichiometric composition [60]. Bulk single crystals
of stoichiometric and Ti-rich c-TiAl cannot be grown.
Therefore, single-crystal experiments on the plastic defor-
mation of c-TiAl could only be carried out for Al-rich com-
positions, for the stoichiometric c-phase, the experiments
were restricted to the analysis of deformed polycrystalline
material, mostly by TEM.

To overcome this limitation, Mahapatra et al. [61] pro-
duced a 150 lm thick layer of near-stoichiometric c-TiAl at
the interface of a diffusion couple between Ti–56Al and
Ti–39Al (at.%) after annealing at 1265 �C for 144 h. This
layer was then co-deformed in compression with the
matrix. From their observations, Mahapatra et al. [61] con-
cluded that twinning is the primary deformation mecha-
nism in stoichiometric c-TiAl. This general conclusion is
not supported by the results of the present work, as will
be discussed later.

Gamma-TiAl exhibits a remarkable dependence of the
relative strength of the deformation systems on the Al con-
tent [62]. For near-stoichiometric and Al-lean composi-
tions, TEM analysis has revealed activation of ordinary
dislocations and twinning at room temperature [55]. In
contrast, for over-stoichiometric Al contents, mainly defor-
mation by superdislocations was observed [63,64].

It should be noted that, besides the effect of stoichiom-
etry, the relative activities of ordinary and superdisloca-
tions depend also on the level of interstitial impurities.
The influence of elements such as oxygen or nitrogen has
been studied by several authors for the case of single
c-phase Ti–52Al [65–68]. For this composition, ordinary
dislocations dominated the deformation microstructures
for low impurity levels, whereas superdislocations pre-
vailed in alloys containing greater amounts of interstitials.
In the case of two-phase microstructures, the a2-phase has
a greater solubility for oxygen in comparison to c-TiAl and
possibly reduces the oxygen content of the c-phase [7,69].
Indeed, recent results by Morris [70] suggest that, also in
two-phase alloys, the oxygen level in the c-phase consti-
tutes an important parameter for the mobility of 1/2[110]
dislocations. However, since the mechanisms of the effect
of Al content and interstitial elements on the relative dislo-
cation activities are not fully established, the term “near-
stoichiometric” will be used in the following, having in
mind the possible influence of the oxygen concentration.

Nanoindentation of Ti–Al alloys has been studied previ-
ously. Göken et al. [71] observed anisotropic pile-up behav-
ior around Berkovich indentations in c-TiAl and a2-Ti3Al.
For the analysis of plastic anisotropy, Kempf et al. [72] rec-
ommended axisymmetric indenter shapes because they do
not interfere with the plastic anisotropy of the crystal under
consideration. Zhao et al. [73] performed cube corner inden-
tations in lamellar material and reported the indentation size
effect in c-TiAl to be the lowest when compared to the follow-
ing materials: Ag > Ni > Al > Cu > a2 � Ti3Al > c-TiAl.
The internal length scale after Nix and Gao [74] is therefore
smaller in the two Ti–Al phases than in pure metals with fcc
structure. For the cube corner geometry, the hardness values
approached size independence above indentation depths of
about 250 nm.

In this paper the application of small-scale indentation to
the intermetallic phase c-TiAl is presented. Gamma-TiAl
has a complex deformation behavior and the capability of
CP-FEM modeling to improve the understanding of the
indentation process is demonstrated. The core contribution
of this study is the characterization of the anisotropic plas-
ticity of c-TiAl, obtained through careful analysis of the
pile-up behavior in combination with three-dimensional
(3-D) CP-FEM modeling. The layout of the article is as fol-
lows: After describing the experimental and computational
methods, results of nanoindentation experiments in known
orientations of c-TiAl are presented. Then a theoretical
framework consisting of an orientation convention and a
discretization of orientation space is introduced for the pre-
sentation of the data. The convention is used to compare
experimental and computational results on the orienta-
tion-dependent deformation of the free surface around the
indents. Specific orientations are explored in detail, to inves-
tigate and explain the formation mechanisms of indentation
pile-up in the case of c-TiAl. Altogether, the presented tech-
niques form a novel systematic approach to the analysis of
piling-up during single-crystal indentation which consti-
tutes a new tool to quantify plastic anisotropy.

2. Experimental procedures

Cylindrical samples (D = 6 mm) of Ti–45.9Al–8Nb
(at.%), grown in an optical floating zone furnace [75] at a
withdrawal rate of 10 mm h�1, were provided by IFW
Dresden. Discs of 4 mm thickness were cut by wire electri-
cal discharge machining, ground to 1000 grit, polished with
3 lm diamond suspension and finally electrolytically pol-
ished at �30 �C/35 V in a solution of 6% perchloric acid
in ethanol. The microstructure, as observed by backscat-
tered electron imaging, was almost fully lamellar, with a
lamellar colony size of few hundred micrometers and small
c-TiAl grains along part of the grain boundaries. The crys-
tallographic orientation of the c-phase was characterized
by the electron backscatter diffraction (EBSD) technique.
The correct indexing of the c-TiAl order variants was based
on high-accuracy measurement parameters and a recently
developed indexing procedure [76].

A Hysitron TriboScope 900 was used for indentation.
The maximum applied load was 10 mN. Instrumented
indentation was performed with indenters of Berkovich
and sphero-conical tip geometries. Generally, the lamellar
structure was too fine to perform sphero-conical indenta-
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tion inside the lamellae. Indentations were mainly made in
a region of coarser c-grains of about 20 lm grain size.
Some indents were also placed in coarse c-phase lamellae.
The remaining indent topographies were analyzed by a
Veeco dimension 3100 atomic force microscope.

3. Simulation of indentation by the crystal plasticity finite

element method

3.1. Incorporating the c-TiAl deformation mechanisms into

an elasto–viscoplastic crystal plasticity model

An existing crystal plasticity model [77,78], implemented
after the works of Kalidindi et al. [79], was adapted to the
characteristics of c-TiAl. In short, the kinematic descrip-
tion of large-strain elasto-plasticity is based on the multi-
plicative decomposition of the deformation gradient, F,
as F ¼ F�Fp, into the plastic part, Fp, and F�, containing
elastic stretch and rotation [80]. The plastic velocity gradi-
ent, Lp, is used in the formulation of the constitutive model
and can be calculated from Lp ¼ _FpFp�1. Deformation of
crystals by dislocation glide can be described by the Oro-
wan equation, _c ¼ bqmobile v, where _c is the crystallographic
shear rate, b the Burgers vector length, qmobile the mobile
dislocation density and v is the dislocation glide velocity.
However, the dislocation densities and velocities in c-TiAl
are not known. In this case, to be able to simulate the con-
stitutive response, it is useful to retreat to the quantitative
description of the shear rates resulting from the different
types of dislocations.

Since only shear on the deformation systems is allowed to
contribute to plastic deformation, Lp is calculated from the
sum of the shear rates, _ca, on all deformation systems, a, as

Lp ¼ _FpFp�1 ¼
X

a

_cada
0 � na

0: ð1Þ

The unit vectors da
0 and na

0 indicate the shear direction
and the normal on the glide plane of the slip system a,
respectively. The index zero is given since in this total
Lagrangian formulation the slip plane normals and slip
directions are assumed to be constant throughout the cal-
culation [81]. Shear rates, _ca, are taken as a visco-plastic
function of the resolved shear stresses, sa, on the deforma-
tion systems [82,83]

_ca ¼ _c0

sa

sa
c

����
����
1=m

signðsaÞ ð2Þ

where _c0 and m are material parameters.
The slip resistances, sa

c , evolve with the shear rates, _cb, of
all systems (index b) according to

_sa
c ¼

X
b

habj _cbj; hab ¼ qabhðbÞ; ð3Þ

with the “instantaneous moduli” [84], hab, also referred to
as hardening matrix. It is calculated from the self-harden-
ing, hðbÞ, and the cross-hardening matrix, qab, with its diag-
onal elements equal to unity. Typically, in fcc crystals, the
values of qab are chosen to be 1.4 for non-coplanar and one
for coplanar slip [85]. The hardening contribution from
self-hardening, hðbÞ, is given by:

hðbÞ ¼ hb
0 1� sb

sb
s

� �ab

ð4Þ

Note the change in comparison to the original formula-
tion [79] from constant values, h0; ss; a, for all slip systems,
to hb

0 ; sb
s ; ab, now being dependent on the individual charac-

teristics of the slip systems.
This leaves four parameters for the description of the

flow behavior: the initial slip resistance, sb
0; the saturation

slip resistance, sb
s ; the parameter hb

0, which determines the
initial hardening slope; and the hardening exponent, ab,
which influences the shape of the self-hardening curve.

Since the primary meaning of the reference shear rate, _c0,
and the strain rate sensitivity parameter, m, in the scope of
the present work is of a numerical nature rather than being
related to the micromechanical properties, they are assumed
constant in all simulations. The parameter m is suitable to
include strain rate sensitivity of the flow stress into the
model. To approximate time-independent behavior, its value
is kept small. However, too small values make robust conver-
gence of the time-integration procedure difficult.

Time-integration of the constitutive law is achieved
through the implicit scheme of Kalidindi et al. [79]. Since dif-
ferent values of s0 are allowed for, convergence is tested
against the minimum value of all sa

0. The tolerance for the
inner stress integration loop is chosen to be 10�4�min sa

0

� �
.

The outer loop reaches convergence when the maximum
change in the components of the calculated shear strengths
becomes smaller than the minimum initial shear strength of
all systems, max Dsa

c

� �
< 10�3 �min sa

0

� �
.

The incorporation of twinning systems into crystal plas-
ticity formulations has been discussed by Kalidindi [86]. In
this work, four f111g½11�2� true twinning systems (Table 1)
were implemented as unidirectional slip systems. If the
resolved shear stress on the twinning plane is positive, the
stress integration is carried out in the same manner as for
the dislocation glide systems; if the resolved shear stress
is negative, the shear on this glide system will be set to zero
for the current increment.

In reality, twinning leads to reorientation of the twinned
material volume. This reorientation is ignored in the pres-
ent model. Further, twinning in c-TiAl cannot produce
shear values higher than ð2ðc=aÞ2 � 1Þ=ð

ffiffiffi
2
p

c=aÞ � 0:75
[87], with a tetragonal c=a ratio of 1.02, corresponding to
a shear angle of approximately 37�. This limitation is not
incorporated in the model since the maximum shear value
for a twinned volume fraction of one is relatively high and
appropriate hardening behavior makes it virtually impossi-
ble to reach this value in significant volumes.
3.2. Finite element simulations

The crystal plasticity formulation was integrated into
the finite element method (FEM) by using the material sub-



Table 2
Parameters of the crystal plasticity model for ordinary dislocation glide
ðbOÞ, superdislocation glide ðbSÞ and twinning ðbTÞ systems from Table 1,
m ¼ 20; _c0 ¼ 0:001 s�1; s0 is the initial slip resistance, ss the saturation
slip resistance, h0 influences the initial hardening slope and a is the
hardening exponent (Eq. (4)).

s0 (MPa) ss (MPa) h0 (MPa) a

bO 55 400 300 2.5
bS 165 1200 300 2.5
bT 110 800 300 2.5
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routine hypela2 of the commercial FEM system MARC
[88]. A three-dimensional FE model of the indentation pro-
cess was generated. Deformation of the sphero-conical
indenter was neglected by assuming a rigid body. The sam-
ple was discretized by 4320 hexahedral eight-node ele-
ments. Solutions at this level of discretization were
consistent with simulations using finer meshes (Fig. 2).

The exact tip geometry was not known a priori. There-
fore, an initial series of simulations was performed, to
adjust the tip radius. Iteratively, the tip radius of the simu-
lations was changed until the difference between the simu-
lated and the measured remaining indent topographies
became minimal.

Friction is known to have a minor effect on the load–dis-
placement response of indentation [36]. However, Liu et al.
[49] have shown that the value of the coefficient of friction
might affect the maximum height of the formed pile-up.
Simulations with the present model confirmed that the
maximum pile-up height decreases by about 30% ([00 1]
indentation) for increasing friction coefficients of 0.1, 0.2,
0.3, and 0.4 and afterwards remains virtually constant up
to the highest simulated value of 1.0. A coefficient of fric-
tion of 0.3 was assumed in the simulations. Friction was
found to reduce the mesh distortion close to the contact
between indenter and sample.

The elastic constants c11 ¼ 182:8 GPa; c33 ¼ 176:9 GPa;
c12 ¼ 75:2 GPa; c44 ¼ 103:5 GPa; c66 ¼ 76:5 GPa, measured
on mono-crystalline Ti-56Al (at.%), were used [89]. Different
material parameters for the simulation of inelastic defor-
mation were assigned for each of the three types of deforma-
tion systems: Table 2 presents the values for the self-hard-
ening parameters. The strain rate sensitivity parameter,
m, was set to 20 and the reference shear rate, _c0, was
0.001 s�1.

For the cross-hardening parameters, qab, the values 1
and 1.4 were chosen for coplanar and non-coplanar defor-
mation systems, respectively. These values can only be a
Fig. 2. A finite element mesh of 15,060 hexahedral elements after
indentation; this was the maximum resolution of the indentation process,
which was used for validation of the results with coarser meshes. Only half
of the model is shown for better visibility of the mesh structure.
fair estimate and might deviate from the true cross-harden-
ing interactions. However, because of the impossibility of
bulk single-crystal experiments on stoichiometric c-TiAl,
no experimental data have been reported before, which
could have substantiated the use of different values.

4. Results

4.1. Experimental results

Several crystallographic orientations of c-TiAl were
indented inside the two-phase microstructure. Fig. 3 shows
a region of the nearly lamellar microstructure with some
c-TiAl grains. A square grid of Berkovich indents, made
with a maximum load of 3 mN, is also visible. After Berko-
vich indentation, the area was characterized by EBSD ori-
entation mapping. Additional indents with axisymmetric
indenters were then placed between the Berkovich indents.
Load–displacement data for axisymmetric indentation of a
specific crystal orientation is given in Fig. 4. Indentation
axes of some indented c-grains are listed in Table 3,
together with the respective maximum indentation depths.

Fig. 5 gives a combined view of AFM data overlaid with
an orientation map, colored by the EBSD inverse pole fig-
ure coloring scheme. Glide steps were observed to be in
Fig. 3. A region with c-grains in the nearly lamellar microstructure; the
EBSD orientation map was acquired using the recently developed fit-rank
indexing. The crystallographic orientation (in color) is overlaid with the
image quality measure (in greyscale). Berkovich indents, made with a
maximum load of 3 mN and arranged on a square grid with a nominal
spacing of 6 lm, are visible through a reduced pattern quality. The inverse
pole figure coloring scheme is also shown, with the measured orientations
in black. Indentations with an axisymmetric indenter were applied in
selected regions of the microstructure.



Fig. 4. Load–displacement curves for near-[101] indentation along
[13111]. The loading and unloading rates were both 2 mN/s, with a dwell
time of 1 s. Initial Hertzian loading and subsequent pop-in is observed.
One of the three curves was measured close to a grain boundary and
greater hardening was observed in this case [90].

Table 3
Experimentally measured orientations and maximum indentation depths
for several indents with a maximum load of 10 mN.

Indentation axis [uvw] hmax (nm)

[13111] 345, 347, 316a

[11117] 368, 369, 345, 348
[314] 334, 338
[9215] 369, 338a

[14132] 329b, 335b

[1106] 311a,b, 321b, 317b, 320b

a Probably influenced by grain boundaries.
b Different tip with a smaller tip radius and load 6 mN.
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agreement with slip on closest packed {111}-planes; how-
ever, it is not clear whether these surface steps are related to
dislocation glide or twinning activity.

Based on the observation of pile-up in several orienta-
tions, an underlying principle of the pile-up shape was
deduced. One-dimensional properties such as the uniaxial
stiffness are identical for two crystal directions that are
related through an improper symmetry operation.1 The
formation of indentation pile-up additionally involves the
lateral dimensions; therefore, the pile-up shape is not a uni-
axial property of the crystal. Correspondingly, the pile-up
shapes of two equivalent indentation axes that are related
to each other by an improper symmetry operation exhibit
mirror symmetry (Fig. 6). It follows that, for the represen-
tation of experimental indentation axes, a standard orien-
tation triangle should be used that can be generated by
using only proper symmetry operations based on orthogo-
nal matrices with determinant +1. It is twice as large as the
one that also allows for improper rotations based on
1 Symmetry operations are represented here by orthogonal matrices. An
improper symmetry operation contains the inversion and changes the
handedness of an object that it acts upon. In the case of c-TiAl there are
eight proper and eight corresponding improper symmetry operations.
orthogonal matrices with determinant �1 [91]. This result
also holds for pile-up patterns in materials with other crys-
tal structures.

4.2. A convention to display pile-up topographies in an

unambiguous manner

For axisymmetric indenter geometries, an indentation
axis [uvw] leaves a rotational degree of freedom around
this axis, i.e. there exists an infinite number of crystallo-
graphic orientations with the same indentation axis. To
directly compare measured or simulated indent topogra-
phies, this rotational degree of freedom needs to be
removed by defining a unique coordinate frame for every
indentation axis.

A thought experiment is employed to define a conven-
tion for displaying pile-up topographies throughout the
orientation triangle. Fig. 7 illustrates the thought experi-
ment, in which a spherical single crystal with a radius much
larger than the indent dimensions is rotated under the
indenter to reach any indentation axis on the surface. An
orthonormal basis of the crystal is given by ½xc; yc; zc�. For
c-TiAl the crystal axes a, b, c are taken as parallel to these
basis vectors (Fig. 7a). The initial orientation is defined as
c-axis k Z (indentation direction), a-axis k X and b-axis
k Y , with the indenter coordinate system [X,Y,Z]. Starting
from this reference orientation, an unambiguous crystallo-
graphic orientation can be defined, based on the spherical
coordinates ðf; gÞ. First, a rotation axis is defined by rotat-
ing the negative Y-axis by an angle f about the Z-axis.
Second, the crystal is rotated by an angle g around this
rotation axis. Thereby the desired indentation axis will be
aligned with the Z-axis of the indenter setup (Fig. 7b). In
this way, the convention is defined so that the projection
of the indenter tip onto the crystal’s surface describes the
shortest possible trajectory during the alignment.

The topography after indentation is then displayed in
the X–Y system of the indenter, viewed along the negative
Z-direction. This can easily be achieved for CP-FEM sim-
ulations by choosing a crystal orientation according to the
convention. For experiments, pile-up topographies of arbi-
trary in-plane orientation are measured. To comply with
the convention, the in-plane misorientation of the experi-
mentally measured crystal orientation from the unique ori-
entation has to be calculated and the topography is then
rotated into the unique orientation.

The two angles f and g, defined above, are easily related to
the axis-angle representation of crystal orientations. The
Bunge Euler angles can be calculated from them as
ðu1;U;u2Þ ¼ ð270� þ f; g; 90� � fÞ. Application of this con-
vention is not limited to the crystal structure presented here.

4.3. Simulation of orientation-dependent pile-up patterns in

TiAl throughout the unit orientation triangle

Helming et al. [92] suggested a near-equidistant discret-
ization of orientation space. The first stage of their method



Fig. 5. (a) Nanoindents in a c-grain of nearly lamellar Ti-46Al-8Nb (at.%), shown by an AFM topographic map (greyscale) combined with an EBSD
orientation map ([001] inverse pole figure coloring, cf. Fig. 3). The {111}-traces coincide with the observed surface steps. Sphero-conical (nominal tip
radius R < 1 lm ) and Berkovich indentations were performed with maximum loads of 6 and 3 mN, respectively. Indentation axes were oriented along
[1106]; the X–Y coordinates are oriented after the convention that is defined in Section 4.2. (b) Illustration of the crystal orientation of the c-phase in
subfigure (a) (perspective projection): the (111)-planes are shown together with the shear directions for ordinary dislocation glide (O, green),
superdislocation glide (S, red) and twinning (T, blue).

Fig. 6. The pile-up topography is changed under the influence of an
improper symmetry operation; the developed surface profiles change their
sense of rotation. The pile-up patterns of two indented orientations of
c-TiAl, connected by an improper symmetry operation, exhibit mirror
symmetry through the (110) plane.
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was used to generate a number of 21 directions in the
standard orientation triangle of the fcc structure at an
Fig. 7. Illustration of the orientation convention for displaying pile-up topog
zckc; a desired indentation direction, defined by the spherical coordinates ðf; gÞ
[X,Y,Z], with the crystal rotated after the convention as defined in the text. Z is
dot–dash line.
approximate resolution of 9�. By appropriate symmetry
operations, these directions were expanded to fill the
[00 1]–[100]–[110] unit triangle of the tetragonal structure.
Using the convention defined above, the directions were
converted to full crystallographic orientations. Details of
the involved calculations and a list of the resulting Bunge
Euler angles are given in Appendix A.

Indentation was simulated for 51 orientations in the unit
triangle of c-TiAl. Fig. 8 presents the resulting pile-up
topographies in a graph that we will refer to as the pile-
up inverse pole figure (pile-up IPF). The individual topog-
raphies are placed at the inverse pole figure representation
of their respective indentation axes. The topographies are
in-plane oriented after the convention defined in Section
4.2, with Xk ½100� and Y k ½010�. Topographies in the
[00 1]–[110]–[010] triangle can be obtained by a mirror
operation of the given topographies through the ð�110Þ
plane, as described above (Fig. 6). From the indentation
simulations it was found that the chosen resolution of
raphies. (a) The crystal coordinate system ½xc; yc; zc�, where xcka; yckb and
¼ ð35�; 60�Þ, is marked by the red dot. (b) The indenter coordinate system
anti-parallel to the indentation direction. The rotation axis is shown by the



Fig. 8. Predicted pile-up patterns from axisymmetric indentation in c-TiAl. The topographic data were obtained from 51 CP-FEM simulations; sphero-
conical tip with 146� apex angle, tip radius 2.7 lm, maximum indentation depth 0.32 lm. The individual patterns are placed in an inverse pole figure
(stereographic projection) of the respective indentation axes and in-plane oriented after the convention defined above, using the indicated indenter
coordinates X and Y. The impressions are shown in bluish color (contour lines at �0.05, �0.1, �0.15 lm . . .), the upheaval in greyscale (contour lines at
10, 20, 30 nm . . .). The number of dominant hillocks ranges from one, for an [111] indentation axis, to four, for axes [001] and [100].
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about 9� provides sufficient detail throughout the orienta-
tion space to enable smooth interpolation between the ori-
entation points.

For the five high-symmetry indentation axes [001],
[101], [100], [11 0] and [11 1], between one and four dom-
inant hillocks were observed; for an [001] orientation axis,
a fourfold pile-up pattern, with four dominant hillocks in
the h1 10i directions, resulted from the simulation, similar
Fig. 9. (a) Topography (greyscale) of two sphero-conical indents in a coarse c-p
the indentation axis); color indicates grain orientations. The greyscale shading
was 6 mN. The inscribed X–Y coordinate system is in-plane rotated after the de
also visible. (b) Higher resolution topography of one of these indents, in-plan
to the pattern in fcc crystals. The [101] orientation exhibits
two dominant hillocks in neighboring positions. An [100]
indentation axis shows a pattern similar to the [001] axis,
but the fourfold symmetry is broken and only twofold sym-
metry remains. The [110] indentation axis results in two
major hillocks on opposite sides of the impression. For
the case of [111]-indentation, only one dominant protuber-
ance is formed.
hase lamella of orientation [14132] (cf. the inverse polefigure projection of
ranges to about 18 nm surface elevation. The maximum indentation load
fined convention. Four Berkovich indentations (maximum load 3 mN) are
e rotated after the convention defined in Section 4.2.
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The simulations showed that the phenomenology of the
anisotropic pile-up topographies is mainly influenced not
by the absolute, but by the relative strengths of the respective
types of deformation systems. Additionally, the maximum
pile-up height was found to be sensitive to the hardening
behavior. Greater hardening resulted in shallower piling-
up. This observation is in agreement with corresponding
observations on polycrystalline materials [16,40].

4.4. Comparison of experimental and simulated pile-up

topographies

Generally, experimental and simulated pile-up patterns
showed good agreement. The observed pile-up shapes from
Fig. 5 can be correlated to their respective counterparts in
the predicted pile-up IPF (Fig. 8) through a mirroring
operation, as described above. The further analysis will
focus on indents made into orientations close to high-sym-
metry indentation axes.

Fig. 9 shows the pile-up behavior observed for indenta-
tion along the [1413 2] direction, close to an [11 0] indenta-
tion axis. A sphero-conical indenter tip with a nominal tip
radius smaller than 1 lm was used to place the indents
inside the coarse c-phase lamella. Also, a reduced indenta-
tion load of 6 mN was used to limit the size of the impres-
sions. Two pile-up hillocks were formed on opposite sides
of the impression. Very similar pile-up shapes are observed
in the CP-FEM simulations of orientations near the [11 0]
indentation axis (Fig. 8). Due to the continuum character
of the CP-FEM simulations, the observed slip traces will
not occur in the finite-element results.
Fig. 10. Pile-up topographies for: (a) indentation along [13111], about 5� from
and shear directions for exact [101] indentation; green depicts ordinary disloca
c-TiAl); sphero-conical tip, radius 2.7 lm, cone-angle 146�; (d) a generic f
sO

c =s
S
c > 1, expected for Al-rich TiAl. The topographies are displayed after the
Fig. 10 compares an experimentally measured pile-up
topography to the simulation result for an [101] indenta-
tion axis. The pile-up topographies are displayed following
the convention defined above. Agreement between the
measured and simulated topographies is discussed below
in terms of the activated deformation mechanisms.

5. Discussion

5.1. Relation between surface deformation and plastic

anisotropy

The measurement of intrinsic single-phase properties in
complex alloys and compounds is of great importance. The
mechanical response of real microstructures, such as two-
phase c-TiAl/a2-Ti3 Al-microstructures, results from the
combination of intrinsic properties with the influence of
the interphase interfaces [93,94]. A better understanding
of these interface effects can only be gained through their
separation from the single-phase properties.

In the previous sections, a combined approach was pre-
sented to characterize and understand the plastic anisot-
ropy of c-TiAl during indentation. Orientation mapping
of the indented crystallites was combined with the surface
topographies from AFM measurements. CP-FEM simula-
tions, based on experimentally measured orientations and
pre-existing knowledge about possible deformation modes
in c-TiAl, then revealed the potential of our approach to
link the orientation-dependent pile-up patterns to the oper-
ating deformation systems. With the identified constitutive
parameters, the orientation-dependent pile-up behavior
[101], AFM topography; (b) perspective projection of the {111}-planes
tion glide, (c) simulated indentation along [101], sO

c =s
S
c < 1 (stoichiometric

cc-equivalent with sO
c =s

S
c ¼ 1; and (e) simulated pile-up topography for

convention defined in Fig. 7.
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was predicted for all possible indentation axes to construct
the pile-up IPF.

The height, shape and distribution of the emerging hill-
ocks clearly reflect the distinct shear directions in the mate-
rial on the individual deformation systems. These processes
are observed at single-phase level, thereby isolating the
mechanical behavior from the influence of grain bound-
aries, as well as lamellar and domain boundaries.

In principle, the indentation deformation could be influ-
enced by the residual stresses in c-TiAl-based alloys that
can result from the lattice mismatch between c-domains
and also at c=a2-interfaces [11,95,96]. High misfit stresses
have been estimated for lamellar microstructures with a
coherent or semi-coherent interface structure [96]. For c-
grains that are surrounded by non-planar grain bound-
aries, smaller residual stresses are expected by the present
authors. Further, a partial relaxation of the residual stres-
ses at the free surface seems possible. In the CP-FEM sim-
ulations, an initially stress-free state was assumed. Because
of the good agreement between the simulated and mea-
sured pile-up patterns that was observed for all indents,
the influence of residual stresses is assumed to be of minor
relevance in the present examples.

The topography of the pile-up shape was a characteris-
tic feature of the indented crystallographic direction, as
has been reported previously for indentation into high-
symmetry orientations of copper [46]. In comparison to
the known fcc pile-up patterns, the effect of the strong
plastic anisotropy of c-TiAl becomes evident. For [111]-
indentation one dominant pile-up hillock was simulated
while in fcc crystals the [11 1] pile-up shape exhibits three-
fold symmetry [31,46]. In fcc crystals the [101] and [110]
indentation axes result in equivalent topographies, while
in c-TiAl the axes result in very different pile-up shapes
(Fig. 8).

In c-TiAl, the [101] indentation axis is particularly sui-
ted to investigating the relative strengths of ordinary dislo-
cation glide, sO

c , and superdislocation glide, sS
c . Fig. 10

compares the resulting pile-up topographies for the cases
sO

c =s
S
c < 1; sO

c =s
S
c � 1 and sO

c =s
S
c > 1. In the first case, which

was also observed experimentally, pronounced pile-up is
formed in the ½21�1� and the ½1�2�1� directions, i.e. on the
right-hand side of the indent. For slip of identical disloca-
tions, as in fcc metals, four hillocks of equal height are
formed [46]. Easy activation of superdislocation glide sys-
tems, as expected for Al-rich c-TiAl, leads to pile-up for-
mation similar to that observed in fcc crystals.
Depending on the chosen hardening parameters, the dom-
inant hillocks have also been simulated to appear on the
opposite sides compared to stoichiometric c-TiAl, in the
directions ½�2�11� and ½�121�, i.e. on the left-hand side of
the indent when displayed according to the in-plane orien-
tation convention. Taking into account these additional
simulations, it can be concluded that in c-TiAl the [101]
indentation direction could be employed as a sensitive indi-
cator of the relative amount of dislocation glide activity on
ordinary and superdislocation systems: depending on
which glide mechanism is easier to operate, pile-up can
potentially form on either side of the indent.

The formation of the simulated and experimentally
observed pile-up shape in [101] indentation can be
explained by analysing the CP-FEM results. Fig. 11 relates
the crystallographic shear on the individual deformation
systems to the upheaval of material, as shown by the con-
tour lines. The study of slip activities below the indent con-
firmed the intuition from the crystallographic relations
(Fig. 10b), namely, that easy slip on two ordinary disloca-
tion systems is responsible for the two dominating pile-up
hillocks. The formation of the pile-up hillocks could be
related to the existence of distinct zones of slip activity
below the surface, revealed by the simulation. Quantifica-
tion of the relative magnitude of the slip resistances for
ordinary and superdislocations is not straightforward due
to the non-linear influence of cross-hardening; however,
the performed simulations suggest that superdislocations
can resist shear stresses which are higher by a factor of
two to three in comparison to the stresses that will initiate
ordinary dislocation glide.

Generally, the orientation-dependent pile-up formation
corresponds to a projection of the three-dimensional aniso-
tropic plasticity of the material into a two-dimensional
height distribution around the indent. In analogy to the
measurement of crystallographic texture, i.e. the orienta-
tion distribution function, the resulting picture cannot be
completed by measuring just one pile-up topography or
pole figure, respectively. Instead, measurements of more
than one indentation axis have to be performed in order
to compile a three-dimensional understanding of the plastic
anisotropy. However, for the case of indentation pile-up,
the mathematical tools for what is called the pole figure
inversion in the realm of texture still have to be developed.
The applicability of non-linear optimization to a similar,
computationally less demanding inverse problem has been
performed recently for Hill’s anisotropic elasto-plastic
material formulation [97].

Characterization of the orientation-dependent pile-up
behavior by the presented experimental and computa-
tional methods introduces a number of analytical tools:
first, the pile-up IPF (Fig. 8) can be used as a reference
table for the coarse identification of the crystallographic
orientation of the indented material. For example, if an
fcc structure were used for fast orientation mapping of
the c-phase by EBSD, in many cases the order variant
could be uniquely identified based on the pile-up shape.
The determination of crystallographic orientation might
be done more precisely by including the position of the
slip traces in the analysis [98]. Second, the relative contri-
butions of different deformation systems to the plastic
deformation can be characterized by the presented
method. The uniqueness of this feature should be stressed.
While detailed TEM studies are indispensable for the
analysis of the types and interaction of dislocations, statis-
tically significant data are difficult to obtain by TEM
alone. This limitation can be overcome by the presented



Fig. 11. Simulated surface topography from Fig. 10c, overlaid with the plastic shear distribution: (a) highly activated ordinary slip systems nos. 9 and 12,
cf. Table 1, shown by semi-transparent isolevel surfaces at levels 0.05 and 0.2, differentiated by saturation; (b) shear on system no. 12, viewing the axis
perpendicular to the shear direction ½1�10�; (c) all superdislocation systems (red isosurfaces: shear level 0.05); and (d) all twinning systems (blue isosurfaces:
shear level 0.05).
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method because a large number of dislocations are active
in forming the pile-up hillocks.

5.2. Analysis of active deformation mechanisms

From the combined investigation by EBSD, AFM and
crystal plasticity simulation, an assessment of the deforma-
tion mechanism could be performed. The main deforma-
tion mechanism for the c-phase in a Ti–46Al–8Nb (at.%)
alloy was ordinary dislocation glide. This appears to be
in contrast to earlier findings by Mahapatra et al. [61],
who reported twinning as the primary deformation mode.
However, in those previous experiments the orientation
of the near-stoichiometric layer was such that the Schmid
factors for ordinary dislocation glide became minimal.
Assuming a high Peierls barrier for superdislocation glide,
as also supported by the present work, twinning was left as
the only deformation mode providing deformation along
the [001] compression axis. Therefore, it is probable that
twinning is the predominant deformation mechanism dur-
ing uniaxial compression of stoichiometric c-TiAl along
[001]. However, for more general deformation, mainly
ordinary dislocation glide is expected to be responsible
for the plastic shape change. This finding is in agreement
with conclusions from TEM studies [99].

Regarding the activity of twinning in the analyzed TiAl–Nb
alloy it should be mentioned that the nucleation of twins in
c=a2-microstructures is thought to take place mainly at stress
concentrations at the interfaces [57,100,101]. Since the aim of
the present study was to identify the single-phase behavior of
c-TiAl, unaffected by interfaces, only indentations away from
the interfaces have been analyzed. Therefore, a discrepancy
between the relative contributions of dislocation glide and
twinning is possible for single-phase indentation as opposed
to macroscopic deformation of two-phase microstructures.
At the same time, absence of pronounced twinning in indenta-
tion experiments, combined with experimental evidence for
high twin activity in microstructures with densely spaced inter-
faces, could provide an indirect validation of interface nucle-
ation of twins.

5.3. Error estimation

The presented method has an advantage that distin-
guishes it from conventional nanoindentation experiments.
It relies only on data that can be measured with a high level
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of accuracy. These are the indenter load, the residual
indent depth and the surface profile. Current resolutions
in load transducers are on the order of 1 nN and the dis-
placement resolution is about 0.04 nm [102]. The surface
profiles can be measured by AFM with vertical resolutions
much better than 1 nm. In contrast to the measurement of
hardness or indentation modulus, which rely on estimated
contact areas, the measurement of remaining indent topog-
raphies is a robust characterization method that can be car-
ried out with high precision.

Inaccuracies in the presented method could result from
inadequate surface preparation. Another source of inaccu-
racy are possible deviations of the indenter geometry from
the ideal shape. Especially deviations from axisymmetry
might introduce changes in the pile-up patterns, as can be
observed in the extreme case of the Berkovich geometry.

5.4. Influence of indenter shape on the reproducibility of

single-crystal measurements

Through the use of different indenter geometries, another
observation was made which has implications for the use of
non-axisymmetric indenters on crystalline samples. As
shown in Fig. 5, the Berkovich indentations lead to different
pile-up characteristics when compared to the indents from
the sphero-conical geometry. The approximate rule that
can be derived from that difference is that pile-up formation
for three-sided pyramidal indenters will only take place if the
indenter face is oriented favorably for the formation of this
pile-up. If sharp edges are pointing towards the position of
the pile-up from axisymmetric indentation, the formation
of this hillock will be reduced or inhibited completely.

In the cases where geometrically self-similar deforma-
tion or localized incipient plasticity is not of great impor-
tance, axisymmetric indenters should always be used for
indentation testing of single crystals. The influence of
pile-up or sink-in on the orientation-dependent properties
is then identical for identical indentation axes. This does
not hold for three-sided pyramidal indenter shapes.

Axisymmetric indenters are particularly suited for the
approach developed here. The interaction of non-axisym-
metric geometries will always narrow down the generality
of the observed pile-up. Alternatively, the edges of non-axi-
symmetric indenters would have to be oriented with respect
to the crystallographic orientation that is indented. Since
this requires significantly increased experimental effort,
and since the sensitivity of the pile-up formation against
even minor misalignments was found to be high, this alter-
native method is not recommended.

5.5. Preliminary consideration of hardness anisotropy

The values from Table 3 can be used for an analysis of
the hardness anisotropy of c-TiAl, not taking into account
the orientation-dependent changes in the contact area
through piling-up. The numbers are indicative of an inter-
mediate hardness level of stoichiometric c-TiAl for [10 1]
indentation. Lower hardness is expected for orientations
closer to [001] and greater hardness for orientations closer
to [100] indentation. These preliminary results are also
supported by the CP-FEM simulations, which additionally
predict a global hardness maximum of c-TiAl between the
[111] axis and the [110] indentation axis. However, the
present amount of experimental data is not sufficient to
draw an inverse pole figure projection of the anisotropic
hardness of c-TiAl. The orientation dependence of hard-
ness is much lower compared to the pile-up topographies.
The simultaneous action of multiple stress states during
indentation also makes the hardness a less anisotropic
property than, for example, the uniaxial flow stress. Fur-
ther, simulations with deactivated cross-hardening revealed
that the contribution to the indentation load from the
cross-hardening is on the same order of magnitude as the
indentation resistance from the self-hardening. Corre-
spondingly, the cross-hardening parameters will have a sig-
nificant influence on the simulated hardness anisotropy and
need to be investigated further.

6. Conclusions

The presented nanoindentation analysis combines exper-
imental and computational methods to form a coherent pic-
ture of the single-phase mechanics of c-TiAl. For
stoichiometric c-TiAl with low interstitial concentrations,
as discussed in Section 1.2, easy activation of ordinary dislo-
cation glide at room temperature was found to be an intrin-
sic property, i.e. it not mainly caused by dislocations emitted
from or interacting with the interfaces.

The piling-up of material during axisymmetric indenta-
tion is a highly characteristic feature of the prevalent crys-
tallographic deformation processes. Corresponding crystal
plasticity finite element simulation is able to analyze and
predict the formation of the orientation-dependent indent
topography.

We have shown that sharp axisymmetric tips are better
suited for nanoindentation studies of crystallites than
non-axisymmetric indenter shapes. They do not introduce
additional geometrical unknowns into the experiment
which wold lead to scatter in the contact areas and related
measures.

A convention has been defined for a systematic presen-
tation of orientation dependence of pile-up topographies
for which the crystallographic orientation of the material
is known. The convention can be applied in investigations
on any crystal structure indented with an arbitrary indenter
geometry. A graphical representation of the orientation
dependence of pile-up patterns was introduced. It combines
a set of orientations, distributed throughout the standard
unit triangle, with the convention for in-plane orientation
of the pile-up patterns, to construct the pile-up inverse pole
figure.

In summary, a method has been developed to assess the
activation of competing deformation mechanisms. Our
approach is complementary to the established TEM tech-
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niques for the analysis of dislocation-mediated plasticity.
The technique has a number of unique characteristics, such
as providing reliable statistical information on the operat-
ing types of dislocations.
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Appendix A. Generation of near-equidistant orientations

The near-equidistant directions used for the simulation
of nanoindentation were generated after the method pre-
sented in the first part of the work by Helming et al. [92]:
from the resolution constant, D, the near-equidistant direc-
tions, Zij, are calculated by

Zij ¼
x

y

z

0
B@

1
CA ¼ 1

N ij

1

tanðiDÞ
tanðjDÞ

0
B@

1
CA; with

N ij ¼
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
1þ tan2ðiDÞ þ tan2ðjDÞ

q
;�s < i; j 6 s

and integer indices i, j and integer s ¼ 90�=D.
Table 4
Near-equidistant orientations for D ¼ 9�; the 21 orientations cover the fcc
unit orientation triangle; full orientations, given as Bunge Euler angles
ðu1;U;u2Þ, were defined after the convention given in Section 4.2; [uvw]
indices of the indentation axes were calculated with an angular tolerance
of 1� and a c=a ratio of 1.02; the spherical coordinates ðf; gÞ are defined in
Section 4.2.

No Bunge Euler angles [u v w] ðf; gÞ
1 (0.0�, 0.0�,0.0�) [001] (0.00�, 0.00�)
2 (270.0�, 9.0�,90.0�) [106] (0.00�, 9.00�)
3 (315.0�, 12.6�, 45.0�) [116] (45.00�, 12.63�)
4 (270.0�, 18.0�, 90.0�) [103] (0.00�, 18.00�)
5 (296.0�, 19.9�, 64.0�) [216] (25.99�, 19.87�)
6 (315.0�, 24.7�, 45.0�) [113] (45.00�, 24.68�)
7 (270.0�, 27.0�, 90.0�) [102] (0.00�, 27.00�)
8 (287.3�, 28.1�, 72.7�) [316] (17.27�, 28.08�)
9 (302.5�, 31.1�, 57.5�) [326] (32.53�, 31.14�)
10 (315.0�, 35.8�, 45.0�) [7713] (45.00�, 35.78�)
11 (270.0�, 36.0�, 90.0�) [304] (0.00�, 36.00�)
12 (282.3�, 36.6�, 77.7�) [9212] (12.30�, 36.63�)
13 (294.1�, 38.5�, 65.9�) [9412] (24.09�, 38.52�)
14 (305.0�, 41.6�, 55.0�) [324] (35.04�, 41.59�)
15 (315.0�, 45.8�, 45.0�) [334] (45.00�, 45.78�)
16 (270.0�, 45.0�, 90.0�) [101] (0.00�, 45.00�)
17 (279.0�, 45.4�, 81.0�) [616] (9.00�, 45.35�)
18 (288.0�, 46.4�, 72.0�) [313] (18.00�, 46.44�)
19 (297.0�, 48.3�, 63.0�) [212] (27.00�, 48.30�)
20 (306.0�, 51.0�, 54.0�) [434] (36.00�, 51.03�)
21 (315.0�, 54.7�, 45.0�) [111] (45.00�, 54.74�)
For a resolution constant, D, of 9�, the method results in
21 directions throughout the cubic standard orientation tri-
angle [001]–[110]–[11 1], Table 4. Angular distances
between these directions vary from about 7.3–9�. The full
orientations follow the system described in Section 4.2.
The Euler angles used follow the Bunge description and
define three successive rotations about Z;X 0 and Z 0 that will
rotate the indenter coordinate system into the crystal coor-
dinate system [103].

The 21 orientations can be transformed into 63 orienta-
tions in the unit triangle [001]–[1 00]–[110] of the tetrago-
nal structure, of which 51 orientations are unique. If
improper rotations are not allowed, the larger unit triangle
[00 1]–[100]–[010] has to be used, resulting in 91 orienta-
tions. Coarser (e.g. D ¼ 15�) or finer (e.g. D ¼ 5�) discreti-
zations of the orientation space can be generated.
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Müllauer J, et al. Recent progress in the development of gamma
titanium aluminide alloys. Adv Eng Mater 2000;2(11):699–720.

[100] Appel F, Beaven PA, Wagner R. Deformation processes related to
interfacial boundaries in 2-phase gamma-titanium aluminides. Acta
Metall Mater 1993;41(6):1721–32.

[101] Hsiung L, Nieh TG, Choi BW, Wadsworth J. Interfacial dislocations
and deformation twinning in fully lamellar TiAl. Mater Sci Eng A
2002;329–331:637–43.

[102] Hysitron Inc. TriboIndenter User’s Manual; 2003.
[103] Bunge H. Texture analysis in materials science. London: Butterworth

Publishers; 1982.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1557/JMR.1989.0595
http://dx.doi.org/10.1557/JMR.1989.0595
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1359-6454(00)00375-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0921-5093(01)01561-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1359-6465(03)00281-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1359-6465(03)00281-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrysgro.2006.12.042
http://dx.doi.org/10.1107/S0021889809036498
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.commatsci.2004.09.014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0022-5096(92)80003-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0001-6160(83)90014-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0022-5096(66)90040-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0001-6160(82)90005-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0966-979(98)00033-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.mechmat.2004.09.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0956-71(94)00420-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0956-71(94)00420-X

	Plastic anisotropy of γ-TiAl revealed by axisymm
	Introduction
	Nanoindentation and piling-up of material
	Crystal plasticity and indentation testing of γ-

	Experimental procedures
	Simulation of indentation by the crystal plasticity finite element method
	Incorporating the γ-TiAl deformation mechanisms 
	Finite element simulations

	Results
	Experimental results
	A convention to display pile-up topographies in an unambiguous manner
	Simulation of orientation-dependent pile-up patterns in TiAl throughout the unit orientation triangle
	Comparison of experimental and simulated pile-up topographies

	Discussion
	Relation between surface deformation and plastic anisotropy
	Analysis of active deformation mechanisms
	Error estimation
	Influence of indenter shape on the reproducibility of single-crystal measurements
	Preliminary consideration of hardness anisotropy

	Conclusions
	Acknowledgements
	Generation of near-equidistant orientations
	References


